CHAPTER IX
PUBLIC SECURITY

1. Palestine is an armed camp. We saw signs of this almost as soon as we
crossed the frontier, and we became more and more aware of the tense atmos-
phere each day. Many buildings have barbed wire and other defences. We
ourselves were closely guarded by armed police, and ofien escorted by armoured
cars. It is obvious that very considerable mikitary forces and large numbers
of police are kept in Palestine. The police are armed ; they are conspicuous
E;ery\\lrchere: and throughout the country there are substantially built police

rracks.

2. We do not think that the conditions in Palestine since the Mandate have
been fully appreciated throughout the world, and accordingly we have thought
it right to set out in Appendix V a list of the main incidents of disorder. It
will be seen that up to the year 1939 the Jews excrcised very great restraint.
It is in recent years that the threat to law and order has come from them.

3. A revival of the illegal immigration traffic has occurred since the end of
the war in Europe. During the summer of 1945 there was an influx on a sub-
stantial scale by land over the northern frontier. More recently there have
been successive cases of entry by sea. The Jewish organisations are actively
engaged in these operations, carried out latterly by the purchase or charter
of ships for voyages from southern Europe, in the absence of effective control
of embarkation. Armed clashes are liable to arise from the efforts to prevent
interference ; a number have arisen from the search for illegal immigrants
and arms. Moreover, as recent incidents directly concerned with illegal immi-
gration, may be cited the sabotage of patrol launches, and attacks on coast-
guard stations.

The present scale and method of illegal immigration by sea can be scen
from three recent cases. Two ships arrived towards the end of our stay in
Palestine, and one a few weeks previously. All three were intercepted and, in
accordance with the usual procedure, the illegal immigrants taken to a clearance
camp where, subject to check, they were released, their numbers being deducted
from the mmmigration guata. The first of these ships sailed from morthern
Italy. It was her maiden voyage. She carried 911 immigrants, 554 men and
357 women. Practically all were young people. The second carried 247
immigrants, of whom 89 were women. With one exception, all were young
people. The third, which arrived on the day of our departure from Palestine,
was reported in the press as coming from a French Mediterranean port and
carrying 733 immigrants.

The second ship, according to press reports, was expected to land the immi-
grants at Tel-Aviv, and the plans for screening the immigrants were evident
in the sporadic incidents which occurred in that area. Apart from firing on
the police, there were incidents of mining and blocking of access by road and
rail which could only be designed to isolate the approach to the beach.

4. A sinister aspect of recent years is the development of large illegal
armed forces. The following is the structure as stated to us by the military
authorities.

The general organisation is the ‘“ Haganah.” It is an illegal development
of the former organisation, in the days of Turkish rule, of armed watchmen
who protected Jewish settlements. To-day it is completely organised, under a
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