CHAPTER VIII

JEWS, ARABS AND GOVERNMENT

“ The State within the State »

1. The Jews have developed, under the aegis of the Jewish Agency and the
Vaad Leumi, a strong and tightly-woven community. There thus exists a
virtual Jewish non-territorial State with its own executive and legislative
organs, parallel in many respects to the Mandatory Administration, and serving
as the concrete symbol of the Jewish National Home. This Jewish shadow
government has ceased to co-operate with the Administration in the main-
tenance of law and order, and in the suppression of terrorism.

2. Quite apart from the increasing strength of the terrorist gangs, which
enjoy widespread popular support, there are many signs that fanaticism and
nationalist propaganda are beginning to affect detrimentally the Jewish
educational system. It appears to us wholly harmful that the obligatory period
of one year’s “ national service,”’ instituted by the Jewish Agency and the
Vaad Leumi, is now partly used for military training. The “ closing of the
ranks,”” moreover, which we noted above, has increased the totalitarian tenden-
cies to which a nationalist society is always liable. To speak of a Jewish terror
would be a gross exaggeration. But there are disquieting indications that
illegal organisations and the atmosphere of conspiracy, which inevitably
accompanies it, are having their corroding effects on that free democracy which
has always been the pride of the Palestinian Jews. Every thoughtful Jew with
whom we talked was profoundly disturbed by these symptoms. But none was
bold enough to prophesy that they would disappear so long as the Palestine
Administration carried out a policy which seems to every Jew to be in direct
contravention of his natural rights.

Jewish Relations with Arabs

3. Not only is the Jewish community largely independent of and at odds
with the Palestine Government, but it is also quite distinct from and in conflict
with the Arab community with which, in many areas, it is territorially inter-
twined. In part this is a natural result of Zionist concentration upon the
development of the Jewish community. If the Arabs have benefited, they
have done so only in comparison with the non-Palestinian Arabs ; whereas they
have remained far beneath the Palestinian Jews in terms of national income,
social services, education and general standard of living. This has made it
easier for the Arab political leaders to keep alive anti-Jewish feeling in the
minds of the Arab masses. The economic gulf separating Jew and Arab in
Palestine has been widened, in part at least, by Jewish policies concerning the
non-employment of Arab labour on land purchased by the Jewish National
Fund and the refusal to devote Jewish funds and energies directly to the im-
provement of Arab standards of living. Efforts by the Jews in this direction
might be quite as important for the growth and security of the National Home
as the draining of swamp lands or the creation of Jewish industry.

4. But unfortunately there are signs of a hardening of the Jewish attitude
towards the Arabs. Too often the Jew is content to refer to the indirect benefits
accruing to the Arabs from his coming, and to leave the matter there. Passion-
ately loving every foot of Eretz Israel, he finds it almost impossible to look at
the issue from the Arab point of view, and to realise the depth of feeling aroused
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