CHAPTER VI

THE ARAB ATTITUDE

1. The Committee heard a brief presentation of the Arab case in Washington,
statements made in London by delegates from the Arab States to the United
Nations, a fuller statement from the Secretary-General and other representa-
tives of the Arab League in Cairo, and evidence given on behalf of the Arab
Higher Committee and the Arab Office in Jerusalem. In addition, sub-com-
mittees visited Baghdad, Riyadh, Damascus, Beirut and Amman, where thev
were informed of the views of governments and of unofficial spokesmen.

2. Stripped to the bare essentials, the Arabs case is based upon the fact that
Palestine is a country which the Arabs have occupied for more than a thousand
vears, and a denial of the Jewish historical claims to Palestine. In issuing the
Balfour Declaration, the Arabs maintain, the British Government were giving
away something that did not belong to Britain, and they have consistentlv
argued that the Mandate conflicted with the Covenant of the League of Nations
from which it derived its authority. The Arabs deny that the part played by
the British in freeing them from the Turks gave Great Britain a right to dispose
of their country*. Indeed, thev assert that Turkish was preferable to British
-ule, if the latter involves their eventual subjection to the Jews. They consider
the Mandate a violation of their right of self-determination since it is forcing
upon them an immigration which they do not desire and will not tolerate-
«n invasion of Palestine by the Jews.

3. The Arabs of Palestine point out that all the surrounding Arab States
have now been granted independence. They argue that they are just a-
advanced as are the citizens of the nearby States, and they demand indepen-
dence for Palestine now. The promises which have been made to them in the
name of Great Britain, and the assurances concerning Palestine given to Arab
lecaders by Presidents Roosevelt and Truman, have been understood by the
Arabs of Palestine as a recognition of the principle that they should enjoy
the same rights as those enjoyed by the neighbouring countries. Christian
Arabs unite with Moslems in all of these contentions. They demand that
their independence should be recognised at once, and they would like Palestine,
as a self-governing country, to join the Arab League.

4. The Arabs attach the highest importance to the fulfilment of the promises
inade by the British Government in the White Paper of 1939. King Abdul
Aziz ibn Saud, when he spoke with three members of the Committce at Riyadh,
made frequent reference both to these promises and to the assurances given
him by the late President Roosevelt at their meeting in February, 1945. His
Majesty made clear the strain which would be placed upon Arab friendship

* We have not felt it necessary to enter into the historical arguments based upon under-
takings given by the British Government to the Sharif Hussein of Mecca and others during
the last war and interpreted by the Arabs as promising among other things that Palestine
would become an independent Arab country. These undertakings, the most important
of which preceded the Balfour Declaration, form an essential part of the Arab case and
were examined by an Anglo-Arab Committee in London in February, 1939. The report
of this Committee, containing statements of both the Arab and the British point of view,
is to be found in British Command Paper No. 5974. The documents under examination
were printed at the same time in Command Papers Nos. 5957 and 5964 (all of 1939).
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