CHAPTER II
THE POSITION OF THE JEWS IN EUROPE

1. We are required in paragraph 2 of our Terms of Reference “ to examine
the position of the Jews in those countries in Europe where they have been
the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution, and the practical measures taken
or contemplated to be taken in those countries to enable them to live free from
discrimination and oppression, and to make estimates of those who wish or
will be impelled by their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other countries
outside Europe.”

2. In order to fulfil our task within the allotted period of 120 days and on
account of the urgency of the problem, we divided into Sub-Committees,
which between the 5th and 28th February, 1946, visited the American, British
and French zones of Germany and Austria. Sub-Committees also visited
France, Poland, Czechoslovakia, [taly, Greece and Switzerland. Circumstances
did not permit us to go to Hungary, Roumania, Yugo-Slavia, Bulgaria or the
Russian zone of Austria, and we did not visit the Russian zone of Germany
after we were informed by the Deputy Commander of the Soviet occupation
forces that in that area there was no special Jewish problem.

3. There are about 98,000 Jews from other countries—displaced persons—
now living in Germany, Austria and Italy, and a small additional number
scattered throughout the countries of Europe. We found that the majority
of these Jews in the American and British zones of Germany and Austria were
living in assembly centres, once known as “ camps '’ where accommodation
and maintenance were provided by the military authorities. The Jewish
occupants of these centres are not all “ displaced persons,” that is to say,
persons outside their national boundaries by reason of the war. Since the end
of the war there has been a very considerable movement of Jews into the
American and British zones of Germany and Austria. It is estimated that,
so far, some 30,000 have come from Poland. There has also been some migration,
though on a smaller scale, from Roumania and Hungary ; this shows signs of
increasing. Since we left Europe there has been a slight restriction in the
movement of migrants generally, but the possibility that there may be a
considerable increase in the months to come must be borne in mind.

The officer commanding the American Forces suggested the following as the
reasons for the movement into the American zone of Germany : the expectation
of generous treatment, the probability of finding relations there, the special
activity in America on behalf of Jewish relief, and the feeling that the American
zone was on the shortest route to Palestine. Detailed information covering
the position of Jews in European countries is given in Appendices IT and III.

4. The nature of the accommodation of displaced Jews differed widely in
character. In some centres barracks were used ; in others, huts, hotels, apart-
ment houses and cottages. For example, in Hohne, commonly referred to as
Belsen, in the British zone of Germany, where 9,000 Jews were accommodated,
the buildings were barracks formerly occupied by a unit of the German Army.
At Bindermickel, in the American zone of Austria, flats built to house workers
in the neighbouring Goering factory had been taken over, and in the south of
Italy entire seaside villages had been made available for that purpose.

5. In the American and British zones, where the bulk of these persons were
found, they were accommodated in separate centres from other displaced
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