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APPENDIX V
PALESTINE : PUBLIC SECURITY
The Present State of Public Security

In Palestine, there is a police and prisons establishment of over 15,000 persons,
exclusive of supernumerary police. These police are habitually armed and are
conspicuous everywhere. Throughout the country there are over 60 substantiallv
built police barracks, capable of being defended as forts in an emergency.
There is a military force stationed in Palestine which is the equivalent of
two and a half divisions, and in addition there are a number of Air Force units
and also certain naval forces engaged in coastal patrol and other duties. In
1944-1945, over L.P.4,600,000 was spent by the Palestine Government on
law and order, as opposed to less than L.P.5,600,000 on all other governmental
services not directly attributable to Palestine’s part in the waging of the
second world war.

The Government, in an effort to preserve order, has assumed extensive
emergency powers under authority of the Palestine Defence Order-in-Council
of 1937. Emergency regulations, going back under this and previous
authorisations to 1936, have granted extraordinary powers to the government
and the military authorities and have severely restricted the liberty of the
individual.

In 1936, when the Arab revolt was assuming serious proportions, the
government enacted regulations authorising the seizure and use of buildings
and road transport, the imposition of curfews, the censorship of the press, the
deportation of undesirables, and unusual privileges of arrest and search.
Detention camps were established for the effective supervision of political
suspects. Drastic regulations were issued imposing collective fines as punish-
ments upon areas where unidentifiable inhabitants had committed a crime.
In 1937, regulations were enacted allowing the government to detain political
deportees in any part of the British Empire and authorising the High
Commissioner to outlaw associations whose objectives he regarded as contrary
to public policy. Military courts were established for the trial of offences
connected with sabotage and intimidation, and with the discharge of firearms
at persons and the carrying of arms and explosives, both of which offensives
were made punishable by death. In 1938 and 1939, 908 cases were tried by
these military courts and 109 death sentences were confirmed.

Recently, in the face of Jewish threats to public security, the Government
has again had extensive resort to emergency regulations, some of them already
existent and some of them newly issued and revised in 1945 and 1946. Orders
of detention may be issued against any citizen on the authority of an Arca
Commander, and these orders are not reviewable by any court of law. Late
in December, 1945, the number of Jews held in detention stood at 554. The
High Commissioner’s power to deport detained persons was exercised in
October, 1944, to deport 251 Jews to Eritrea, and in December, 1945, to send
55 additional Jews to the same destination. The regulations confer on the
authorities wide powers of arrest and search without warrant. Searches may
be made in the absence of the owner or occupier, provided the mukhtar of the
area or two responsible citizens are present. Military courts possess considerable
jurisdiction and can impose the death sentence. The principle of group
responsibility has been extended, and the authorities are empowered to impose
collective fines as punitive measures. The regulations provide also for forfeiture
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