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APPENDIX II

EUROPEAN JEWRY—POSITION IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES

1. In 1933, according to the Census, there were in Germany 499,682 persons
of the Jewish faith, of whom 400,935 were of German nationality. Between
1933 and 1941 around 300,000 persons were able to emigrate to other countries,
though many must later have been overtaken as a result of the successive
Nazi conquests.

2. There are now, according to our information, about 74,000 Jewish displaced
persons, including migrants, in Berlin and the American, British and French
zones of Germany*. Of these, about 52,500 are accommodated in the centres,
the remainder living outside. In the British zone, o1t of approximately
11,700 in centres, 9,000 are at Hohne. In the American zone, they are dis-
tributed in a number of centres, of which o:ir Sub-Committee visited nine.

3. Of the non-German Jewish population, 85 per cent. are Poles; the
remainder are mainly from the Baltic States, Hungary and Roumania.

4. In addition to displaced Jews, there are about 20,000 native Jews surviving
in Germany. Evidence was presented to us to show that German Jews, freed
from concentration camps or slave labour, are faced with great difficulty in
finding a place again in the life of the country. Few of their communities still
survive. For example, of a community of 4,500 in Stuttgart, only 178 remain,
among whom are only two children.

While it is the firm policy of the Military Governments to eradicate all forms
of Nazism, and priority is given to Jews and to other persecuted persons in
respect of housing, food, clothing, etc., the German Jews are still naturally
apprehensive of the future when those Governments will no longer be there.
Anti-Semitism is traditional in Germany. In some German circles there is
much shame and a desire to make recompense, but in others there is a fecling
that, now that the synagogues and all traces of Jewish life have been destroyed
(only one Rabbi survives in all of Germany), no attempt should be made to
recreate Jewish life and so give rise to the possibility of a repetition of past
events.

5. The Jews themselves feel that, most of their children having perished,
their future in any case is dark. The more highly educated, particularly some
of the professional Jews with whom we talked, appeared to have an interest in
the building up of the communities, and are willing to stay and help. We
suspect that this movement is developing, but we recognise that a few unfor-
tunate incidents might well produce something of a panic and induce a change
of attitude. The great need appears to be the restoration of property and
financial help so that they may make a livelihood. Their lack of means adds
greatly to their nwillingness to attempt to stay in Germany even when they
are among friends. In Bavaria the German State Administrator for Jewish
Affairs has a keen realisation of the important part played by the Jews in
German commerce and industry. He made it clear that there was a real
intention to give all possible encouragement to Jews to re-establish themselves.
Unless, however, greater opportunities for employment can soon be found, it
seems probable that few of the German Jews will wish to remain in the country.

* British 15,6C0; French 1,600; American 54,000 ; Perlin 3,000
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